
Ecuador, Costa Rica, 
and In ternat iona l 
Council Meetings  
	 The beginning signs of 
Spring in Minnesota are finally 
starting to show up (sort of), as 
we reach the end of March. 
Charlie has remarked numerous 
times that he misses the Zambian 
sun, and Sam tells us quite a bit 
how cold he is. I (Derek) have 
been able to travel to some 
warmer climates this winter, 
which has made it a lot easier for 
me. Kristin is in the same boat as 
Charlie and Sam, unfortunately! 

First of all, we would like 
to thank all of you for your 
prayers and financial support, as 
always! We count it a 
tremendous blessing to be able 
to be a part of missions and 
ministry still, even though we 

are now based in the USA and 
serving in a different role within 
Action International Ministries 
(ACTION). 

In late January and early 
February, I was gone for two 
weeks to Ecuador and Costa 
Rica visiting some ACTION 
missionaries. It was great to get 
to know more of our global team 
and ministries, as I continue in 
my new role as one of the 
ACTION USA Associate 
Directors. 

It was a diverse 14-day 
trip, from seeing ministry in 
suburban Quito to very urban 
South Quito. Both ministries 
reach out to children in crisis 
and youth, which are some of the 
core ministry areas that our 
organization was founded on.  

I was able to speak to a 
youth group at a church planted 
by one of our missionaries in 
urban South Quito (pictured first 
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page, bottom right). The Spirit 
prompted me to share about my own 
youth group experience and the help 
I received from my youth leaders 
during challenging family times. 
Afterward, one of the girls told me 
that she was dealing with difficult 
family issues and also found a lot of 
help from her youth group and 
leaders. I was encouraged to see 
God apply Biblical truth across 
cultural boundaries and use the 
Body of Christ in this young girl’s 
life. 

My visit to Ecuador was not 
only diverse between urban and 
suburban ministry contexts but in the 
beautiful landscape, as well. We 
traveled to the hot, humid jungle of 
the Amazon Basin and climbed 
Cotopaxi Mountain to its snow line at 
16,000 feet (pictured first page, top 
right). 

There were many highlights 
of the trip for me, but one that stood 
out as particularly helpful was getting 
to know Kyle Hansen and Andrea 
Rodriguez better. Kyle is the other 
USA Associate Director that I work 
closely with now. And Andrea is from 
Costa Rica, was a missionary in 
North Africa, now serves as our 
Interim Latin America Regional 
Coordinator, and was our translator 
for the trip. During our two weeks 
together, we had lots of time together 
(especially squeezed into vehicles) 
and spent a lot of that time talking 
and brainstorming about missions, in 
general, and our roles within the 
organization. They were great travel 
partners! Andrea, Kyle, and I are 
pictured on the mountain (first page) 
with Sandro, ACTION missionary in 
Ecuador. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
Meetings 

In the middle of March, both 
Kristin and I went to Seattle for seven 
days of meetings and fellowship with 
ACTION leadership. There were 15 

passport countries represented, and I 
always enjoy the time of fellowship 
and collaboration together. It was 
great for Kristin to be able to be 
there for some of it as well, to see 
the ministries and meet some of our 
coworkers from Brazil, Nepal, India, 
the Philippines, Cambodia, Malawi, 
Cuba, and more.

It was also a special time 
for us to see some special friends 
from Zambia - Kelly Huckaby 
(ACTION Zambia Country Director 
- my former role) and Pastor 
Frederick Bwalya (board member and 
friend)! Pictured first page, middle right, 
Kelly, Frederick, Richard (Malawi), 
Chhinho (Cambodia), and I worshiped 
together at church in downtown Seattle.

What’s Next and Prayer 
Requests          

	 From April 3-13, I will be in 
Seattle, where our home office is 
located, for the official start of the 
new ACTION USA administration. 
Brian Stewart, who Kyle and I are 
assisting in leadership, will be the new 
USA Director (pictured above). Then, I 
will go back again to Seattle in the 
middle of May for another two weeks. 
We would greatly appreciate your 
prayers for these times, both from 
a ministry/leadership perspective 
and for us as a family, as we learn 
to live well amidst lots of travel. 
Then, Lord willing, Kristin will go on a 
team from our church to Zambia for 
12 days in August to help with the 
CROSS Project Hospice Seminars! 
More on this in our Summer 

Newsletter. But pray that the team 
comes together and that Charlie 
and Sam would understand why 
Kristin gets to go back but not 
them.
 

Charlie and Sam Quotes 
Charlie:
-“When I grow up, I want to be a firefighter. 
But I don’t need any practice, because I 
seen that firefighting show so many times.”
-“I think that when I grow up I want to be a 
teacher, because I have so many words.” 
-“I just miss Africa, because whenever I have 
to pee, I can just go outside on a bush. And 
the air smells good there, and I also just 
miss the hot sun.”
-Charlie was cleaning the toilet, and Kristin 
said to him, “Don’t put your hands inside 
the toilet, though, right?” Charlie: “Yeah, 
because that’s just for moms and dads and 
ancestors.”
-Immediately upon waking up one morning, 
“I slept all night long! Now, my energy is all 
filled up to the tippy top! Even right PAST 
the tippy top!”

Sam: 
-“I’m not God?!” Kristin: “No.” Sam: “Hm.”
-Seeing a dog at the park, “That dog is so 
clever. He is round and shaped like a 
bottle.”
-“Can I watch show on tv?” Derek: “No.” 
Sam:  “I want to watch show on iPad.”
-“I have yellow, icky stuff like paint in my 
ear” (ear wax).
-“Okay, Mommy Baby!”

That the nations would know Jesus,   

Derek, Kristin, Charlie, & Sam

At Charlie’s school for his “Life 
Celebration Day!” He was thrilled :) 
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