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Saying goodbyes…

A Chapter Ends
Life, like a book, is full of
chapters. As we mentioned in
our August update, we have
now finished a significant, full
chapter and begun a new one.
On August 22, the four of us
boarded a plane leaving
Lusaka, Zambia, and just
like that, chapter titles in
our life book changed from
“Pray for the Dearths: Serving
in Zambia” to “Pray for the
Dearths: Based in the US,
Serving all ACTION fields.”
Ending chapters is often
hard for us, and this one
was particularly difficult -

saying emotional goodbyes to
those we ministered with and
to, selling almost everything
we owned in Zambia, and
packing fourteen bags full of
kids books, toys, and a few
things for Kristin and me. The
Lord has been gracious, as
always, as we tried to finish
well and have now begun
this new chapter of life in
the States - setting up a
rental duplex in North
Minneapolis, connecting with
family and friends, and
adjusting to “living” in America
and not just staying for a four
month whirlwind home
assignment.

Above: Pastor John Chitambo
(AZ Deputy Director and CROSS
Project worker)
Below: Trevor and Jacob (guys
Kristin has known since 2003,
when she first served in Zambia)

mobilization, and missionary
training and was also confirmed
as a USA Board member. We
praise God for this new role and
look forward to what God has in
store for us, as we seek to further
ACTION’s mission of evangelism,
discipleship, and development
throughout the world.

Have Bag, Will Travel

A Chapter Begins
Many of the same themes will roll
over into this new chapter from the
last one. We are still figuring out
how to raise two busy boys, we still
have a passion for missions, we are
still serving in a support-based role
with Action International Ministries,
and we still love a good cup of
coffee. Of course, many things are
different. Autumn leaves and winter
snow, constant electricity, family gettogethers, Charlie going to school,
and my specific job are just a few. In
September, I spent a week with my
new colleagues at the ACTION
USA office in Seattle (pictured
below). It was a great week
reconnecting with familiar people,
and I was officially confirmed as
one of the ACTION USA
Associate Directors with an
emphasis on strategic planning,

We are travelers. It is in our DNA.
Since being back in the States,
Kristin and I spent an adults-only
weekend in Texas with friends, I
went to Seattle for “work,” and our
little family went on a road trip to
the Great Smokey Mountains in
Tennessee (pictured right). I am
excited that my new role with
ACTION will still include missionrelated travel, as well! A trip to
Costa Rica and Ecuador with
Kyle Hansen, the other USA
Associate Director, is in the
works for late January-February.
We plan to visit and encourage
some of our ACTION missionaries
there and might also do some
teaching.
On a smaller scale of traveling,
Charlie started Kindergarten at a
Christian School about 30 minutes
south of where we live. He is
1,000% delighted to go there for
three full days each week and
basically loves everything about it.
Being extremely social, his biggest
problem is deciding who will be his
best friend each week. From the
parents side, we are so happy to
see him thrive at this school, and
he is particularly growing in his
desire to pray and sing about
God!

Sam is just as eager to travel.
Anytime someone mentions the
word “go,” his hawk ears pick that
up from anywhere in the house, and
he comes running to beg, “I want to
go, too! I want to go, too!” Sam is
quite jealous that Charlie gets to go
to school, but he is always thrilled
when he gets to go to Sunday
School and then tells Charlie
everything about his “school” after
church.

Charlie and Sam both miss Zambia
and talk quite a bit about friends
there, our dog, and their aunties
and uncles that they miss. Charlie
has also let us know on more than
one occasion how much he misses
the sun and warmth! We are so
thankful for the opportunities they
have been given to experience life in
Zambia for these early years.

Thank you so much for your
prayers and support, which carried
us through 6 1/2 years in Zambia!
And right now, we are keenly
thankful for your on-going
financial support, as we have
made this transition into a new
season of missions, ministry, and
life! We are very thankful and
humbled.
That the nations would know Jesus,
Derek, Kristin, Charlie, & Sam
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