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2014 - A Year of Loss and So Much Gain 
Merry Christmas from a cold and snowy Minnesota! This is our 
first Christmas with family back in the States in almost four 
years, and we have been soaking up all the familiar things that 
make this such a special time to be back - family, friends, church, 
snow, Christmas lights, and special traditions. 

As a family, we have really been enjoying our Stateside 
Home Assignment, which is quickly coming to an end on January 
14th. Since we arrived the beginning of September, our time has 
been full and so encouraging as we have connected with family, 
friends, and supporters. You are all such a blessing to us and we 
thank God for you and for your love and partnership in the 
gospel! 

As we reflect on 2014, we testify to the solid promises 
of Lamentations 3:22-23, “The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness” (ESV). 

2014 started with a series of losses for us. In January, we 
found out that we had a miscarriage. In February, we were involved 
in a car accident with our vehicle. And in April, we found out that 
our teammates and friends, Tim and Andrea Hilty and their 
children (Tim was ACTION Zambia’s Country Director), would be 
leaving the field at the end of the year.

But through these losses, God showed us His love and 
faithfulness. God used many people to encourage us and remind us of his sovereign goodness in our lives in each situation. 
And to top things off, each of the difficult situations ended better than we could have ever hoped. Almost without skipping a 
beat, we got pregnant again and are now loving all the snuggles we get with 6-week old baby Sam. Even in a scary and 
dangerous car accident, God kept us safe, and Charlie came through it with just a whimper.

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 

2:10, ESV

CHARLIE ENJOYING HIS 
GRANDPARENTS - MARCH

MERRY CHRISTMAS

CHARLIE AND CASTRO, OUR DOG - 
FEBRUARY TEACHING THE CROSS PROJECT IN 

GARDEN COMPOUND - MAY

We praise God for the birth of our second 

born son, Samuel Henry, who was born on 

October 30th!! Sam was 8 pounds 10 ounces. 

We praise God for such an “easy” and safe 

birth and that both Kristin and baby Sam did 

so well. 



CHARLIE’S SECOND BIRTHDAY - JUNE

DECEMBER 2014

BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH 
SHORT TERM TEAM - AUGUST

CROSS STAFF MEETING - JOHN, 
DEREK, AND ETA
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What’s Next for 2015 - Derek’s Changing Role 
In the spring of 2014, Tim Hilty, ACTION Zambia’s (AZ) current 

Country Director announced that he would be stepping down by the end of 
2014. Tim and Andrea and their family have been so faithful in leading AZ and 
are leaving AZ under great terms. They feel that God is leading them out of 
this season of ministry in Zambia and back into secular employment in the 
States. 

When Tim announced his departure, Kristin and I began praying if 
God was leading us into more of a leadership role within AZ. God confirmed 
this through prayer, consultation with trusted godly friends, and eventually 
through a unanimous decision through the search committee, AZ board, 
fellow missionaries, and national staff in Zambia. 

We are excited about this new avenue of service to AZ. Please pray 
for Derek as he formally moves into the Country Director role upon our 
return to Zambia in mid January. 

We are so thankful for ACTION Zambia - the board, our fellow 
missionaries, and national workers - and pray that God will use us in the 
coming years for His glory in Zambia. 

 

We also got our car fixed, which only took three weeks to get looking and running back to its 
good ol’ self! During that time, Derek had the opportunity to experience more of Lusaka’s 
public transport system using buses and taxis.

As far as our teammates, the Hiltys, leaving the field, we know that we will miss their 
friendship and will feel their absence on our team, especially in the leadership role. Our 
teammates are like our family in Zambia, so it is always sad to see someone go. But God has 
been so faithful to provide for the needed Country Director position as well (see below).  

The rest of our year up until Home Assignment was filled with our normal teaching of 
the CROSS Project HIV/AIDS curriculum at three different churches with our two amazing 
national workers, Pastor John Chitambo and Eta Imasiku. God has been so faithful in the fruit 
that we have seen in the CROSS Project this year as we have heard testimonies from the folks 
we teach about how God has been working in their hearts and lives as people understand the 
gospel for the first time, reach out with gospel hope and love to those who are HIV-positive 
and stigmatized, confront family members who are engaged in domestic abuse, and receive 
encouragement to get tested for HIV and disclose their status to their families. 

Two unique things have happened with the CROSS project this year. The first is that 
we have been able to assist both financially and medically at a local compound/slum church that 
has a feeding program for over 100 HIV-positive children. Second, we welcomed back our 
primary sending church, Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, to do a basic hospice 
seminar and teach on suffering and the sovereignty of God for 81 former CROSS Project 
students. Their trip was a huge success and was very helpful to the attendees. We praise God 
for these opportunities to be used in these ways! 

As we look back on this year, we see God’s steadfast love and faithfulness both in 
ministry and in our family. We praise God for our marriage and our two little sons, Charlie and 
Sam, who bring us so much joy! And we are are so thankful to all of you for your love, prayers, 
and support this past year - thank you so much! 

With much thankfulness, we wish you all a very 
joy-filled Christmas! 

Derek , Kristin, Charlie & Sam Dearth
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