
As you think about that question, what thoughts or Bi-

ble verses come to mind? How would you answer it? 

Maybe some of the verses below come to mind?  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life.” (John 3:16 ESV) or “He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 

and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 

healed.”  (1 Pet 2:24 ESV) 

Or maybe it’s a simple summary, like this one from 

9Marks: 

“God is the creator of all things. He is perfectly holy, 

worthy of all worship, and will punish sin. All people, 

though created good, have become sinful by nature. 

From birth, all people are alienated from God, hostile to 

God, and subject to the wrath of God. Jesus Christ, who 

is fully God and fully man, lived a sinless life, died on 

the cross to bear God’s wrath in the place of all who 

would believe in him, and rose from the grave in order 

to give his people eternal life. God calls everyone every-

where to repent of their sins and trust in Christ in order 

to be saved.” 

When we come to Lesson 7 in the CROSS Project, we 

ask this same question, “What is the gospel of Jesus 

Christ?” Because, the most real and profound way a 

person can be encouraged is in the hope of the gospel.   

The majority of the groups that we train struggle to an-

swer this basic question of Christianity.  

continue reading on page 2  

 



The news came late on Sunday evening that one of the stu-

dents had lost his only child. My heart was broken. We had 

been praying for her for the past several weeks and just five 

days before her father had reported to me that she was get-

ting better. He gave praise to God for answered prayer.  

John Chongo, the father of this precious one year old, is 

involved in our one year discipleship program (D-2:7). John 

is the pastor of a small congregation which he started in the 

Garden compound not that long ago.  

Pneumonia had claimed the life of little ‘Nessy.’ For the 

parents this was a difficult reality to face. While they 

thought she was getting better she took a turn for the worse 

and passed away in just a few hours while in the hospital.   

On Monday afternoon I took several other pastors and 

went to the home for a visit to offer some comfort and 

share some food with the family. I was surprised when 

John asked me to preach her funeral. My first response was, 

“Certainly there is someone who could do a much better 

job under the circumstances. I have only been in Zambia for 

six months, have never attended a funeral here, and I don’t 

have a clue about the local customs and practices.” One of 

the pastor’s that was with me spoke up immediately and 

said, “You can do it and Mtonga can assist you.” On Tues-

day morning I was struck with the power and pain of death 

in a land where it is difficult to escape.   

 

 

 

 

 

In the very area where we  were gathering, young men 

were digging the grave for little Nessy. Within sight of us 

were three other funerals for small children. After about a 

40 minute wait in the hot sun the little casket arrived being 

carried by two uncles of the deceased. After I had shared 

words of comfort and gospel truth the most touching part 

of the morning transpired.  

No one but the four ladies who had cleaned and prepared 

her body for burial had seen her; it was now time for the 

viewing. The Zambian custom is to have the viewing of the 

body at the grave side. First the friends, then distant family, 

then close family, next the grandparents, and finally the 

parents view the body. These parents who had lost their 

only child just knelt on the ground by the casket clutched in 

each others arms and wept silently. 

Here is why I am in Zambia. Here is why I have left family 

and friends and the land of my birth. God has called me to 

teach the gospel in the face of death and to show to these 

pastors that death’s sting has been stunted by the victory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   ~ Andy Rice 

Why I am in Zambia 

Usually, there is a lot of silence. But most of the time when 

people answer, they say things like, “Obey the Ten Com-

mandments,” “Do what God commands in the Bible,” “Go 

to church and be baptized,” “Don’t sin,” “Learn the Bible,” 

etc. As Pastor Chitambo, one of our national workers in the 

CROSS Project, said about this issue, “People believe that in 

the process of going to church and doing ‘Christian works’ 

they will become a Christian somewhere along the way.”  

But this is not what the gospel is! It is not about our works 

or earning salvation through works, but about Christ’s 

righteousness, atoning work on the cross, and resurrection. 

It’s about what He did for us!  

This underscores that, while Zambia is “reached” for 

Christ, there is still an ongoing need for national Christians 

and foreign missionaries to be clearly sharing and articulat-

ing the gospel. And there is also a need for discipleship and 

Christian leadership training, especially among the poor 

and urban poor. 

~Derek Dearth 

What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 



Permaculture at Ciyanjano 

Martin Scholz is the sustainability coordinator for ACTION In-

ternational Ministries.  He and his wife, Lorna visited our field 

this November and working with Tyler Dingman begun to im-

plement aspects of permaculture at Ciyanjano.  You may ask, 

“What is permaculture?”  Well, among other things, it is a design 

science that promotes the creation of agricultural ecosystems that 

are both self-sustaining and self-sufficient. Permaculture princi-

ples stress that when embarking on building development, great 

care should be taken to ensure that the value of what is being put 

in is more than what is being displaced. Permaculture design 

emphasizes little to no maintenance and little to no waste.  De-

signs with heavy maintenance and heavy waste, are indications 

that a better design should be introduced.  Of course, this has 

many implications for Ciyanjano.  

We are grateful to have Martin’s input now rather than later. 

With his knowledge brought to bear, we have already changed 

our mind about the way we are developing.  We are more in-

clined to design our property so that elements work together in a 

complimentary way.  Already there are implications for the way 

we undertake agriculture on the premises and we hope someday 

Ciyanjano will become a valuable reference point in our commu-

nity  about  how to care for land.   

As a mission we are still praying about how to integrate perma-

culture design principles into the very fabric of what we do at 

our Ciyanjano property.  As the steward of 20 beautiful acres 

that God has given us, AZ wants to adopt ways of improving 

and conserving the land, showcasing it to the glory of God and 

for the enjoyment of his people. 

~ Tim Hilty 

As a child of the 70s growing up in the church, I have vivid 

memories of sitting cross legged on olive green carpet as my 

Sunday school teacher related bible stories using the cutting age 

technology that was the flannelgraph. Somehow the magic that 

allowed biblical heroes to stick to green felt also allowed those 

lessons to stick in my mind as the decades have passed. One of 

the lessons I remember fondly was from Matthew 19. We see 

Jesus in the midst of ministry when he is approached by chil-

dren. Viewing them as an inconvenience his disciples try to drive 

them away.  

In April of this year my wife and I traveled to Zambia to experi-

ence firsthand the ministry of Tracy and Karen Singleton. We 

decided to focus on children’s ministry.  I have to admit that my 

first reaction was, "Children's ministry? I wanted to do some real 

ministry." Where I saw headaches God saw an opportunity to 

change my heart.  

As we gathered resources for the trip, we pieced together a vi-

sion. We wanted to send every child we worked home with 

something tangible that would be both functional and memora-

ble. We wanted each day to include some games, songs, a lesson 

and a craft. We decided to cover two lessons with the kids. First, 

“Jesus loves the children” based on Matthew 19. Second, ”Jesus 

heals” based on Jesus healing the paralytic in Mark chapter 2. For 

the “Jesus loves” lesson we sent each child home with a t-shirt 

that read Jesus loves (name of child) and allowed the kids to 

place their handprint in the center of the shirt. For the “Jesus 

heals” lesson we sent every kid home with a small first aid kit. 

On the outside of the kit was written Jesus Heals in glitter glue.  

Did God call me to solve world hunger? No. Did he call me to 

impart deep theological wisdom to thousands of lost souls? No. 

In a nutshell he called me to love on some children and let them 

know that God loves them more than me. When I think back to 

my time in Sunday school years ago I can’t remember anything 

about my teacher. All I know is that she took the time to illus-

trate a simple message about Christ’s love for me. That is the 

impact I hope I had on a small group of children I was blessed to 

work with on the far side of the world. 

~ David Weatherford 

For of Such is the Kingdom 



The following is a letter from one of our partnering churches, 

Faith Tabernacle Church (FTC).  Pastor Wozifera Ngoma and his 

wife Easter, love God and their community deeply. Names and 

details have been changed to protect identities. 

Dear ACTION Zambia, 

Thanks again that the feeding program has continued without 

breaking. To us, continuity means we can continue to minister 

Gods word to our children, nutritionally improve their health and 

reduce HIV related stigma among the children, helping them to 

know that they are not the only ones infected.  

One of the children on the program, a teenager named Ruth, was 

hospitalized last week due to meningitis. Ruth comes from a fam-

ily (extended) of eight. She lives with her grandfather, grand-

mother, mother and two of her sisters who are all HIV positive.  

Through Ruth we have come to know this family who are watch 

tower. Ruth and her sister have heard the Gospel and Ruth has 

given her life to the Lord. She was discharged from hospital on 

Saturday and I visited her home on Sunday afternoon. Her words  

 

 

 

 

melted my heart when she said, "I thank God for you for showing 

love to our family. I don't like people who show love at funerals 

of people but failed to take care of them when they were sick". 

Ruth thought she was going to die because three of her friends 

who were also HIV positive died at UTH. As she was still in hos-

pital she wrote a prayer to God so that if there is any sin in her life 

God should forgive and receive her spirit if she was to die.God 

says let your light shine ..... that people may see and glorify 

me.The feeding program has opened doors for us to share Christ 

with people from different faiths.  

 ~ Pastor Ngoma 

FTC Feeding Program 

According to the CIA world fact book, the median age in Zambia is 16.7; compare that with a 

median age of 37.2 in the United States. The population here is young with many opportunities 

for ministry. For some time we have been praying for someone to work specifically with the 

children ACTION Zambia has been sponsoring over the years. We are excited to expand this 

ministry to include more discipleship and mentoring of these young children.  

ACTION Zambia is looking forward to welcoming Holly Moir to our team here in Lusaka.  

With a background in Child Evangelism Fellowship, Holly will bring a wealth of information, 

resources and experience to our children’s ministry. She will have the opportunity to oversee 

and further develop two of our feeding programs as well as establish afterschool bible clubs at a 

local primary school of over 1,000 children. 

Holly hails from Washington State where she will be while she raises support to come and join 

us.  Please pray that God will speed her on her way.   

~ Andrea Hilty 

   In the picture on the left, Holly shares the “wordless book” bracelet with a very attentive audience!  


