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December is a busy time at Ciyanjano because so many churches run camps while schools 

are out on their long holiday break. We've got two large children's camps, an AWANA lead-

ership training, a gospel-based healthcare worker conference, and a Veritas College pas-

tors' training, just to name a few!  

ACTION Zambia’s PLD ministry continues 

steadfastly in the work of teaching and disci-

pling.  In addition to ongoing weekly instruc-

tion, Tracy Singleton has managed to organize 

two conferences with guest speakers since our 

last lowdown.  We’ve had the privilege of 

hosting Pete Williamson who is making yearly 

trips to Zambia a habit, as well as first time 

visitors, Bruce Ingram and Luke Rienstra.  Pete 

had the opportunity over a three day stint at 

Ciyanjano to speak about the transformative 

power of the Gospel.  Bruce Ingram is the 

International Director for PLD within our mis-

sion; he and Luke addressed the issue of 

church leadership.   

But between now and the end of the year we 

have even more going on than our usual 

camps. We will soon be hosting a team of 

groups we've not worked with before. Please 

pray that children will hear the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and trust him as their Savior, 

Redeemer, and closest friend. 

Pray that these conferences have a great 

turnout and that people will be blessed and 

inspired by the teaching. 

 

Ciyanjano is also sponsoring another Christ-

mas party this year. We'll be inviting chil-

dren from a nearby orphanage as well as 

from a local community school to come out 

for teaching, music, crafts, lunch, and of 

course a lot of time to play. These are new 

ously mentioned will also be with us, run-

ning a fun program for our own children 

while we are enjoying sessions with the 

Reeds. Please pray that this will truly be an 

encouraging time for our team where God 

really teaches us and challenges us in new 

ways. 

Americans who are coming to 

do HIV/AIDS training in part-

nership with ACTION Zam-

bia's CROSS Project. We will 

have three consecutive day 

conferences here that will sure-

ly bless the church and chal-

lenge and empower Christians 

to serve those living with HIV. 

ACTION Zambia is also having 

a team retreat of our own with 

guest speakers, John and 

Georgie Reed. John and Georgie 

will be ministering to all of us 

and helping us refresh and pre-

pare for the year ahead. And, 

our American team that I previ-

Pray that the children 

will hear the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and trust 

him as their Savior. 
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discussion >>> 

Drama in the Heartland is based on a true 

story although details and names have 

been changed.  With similar situations 

rife in the church, ACTION Zambia’s 

CROSS Project has some fairly compli-

cated waters to navigate.  Many Chris-

tians in Zambia believe that if one has 

enough “faith” God will cure him or her 

from HIV.  Therefore, any Christian liv-

ing with HIV/AIDS is a second class type 

of Christian who hasn’t done something 

right.  While sexual promiscuity is cer-

tainly the most common form of transmis-

sion, this story points out that even a 

faithful spouse can contract the disease 

with no wrong-doing on his or her part.   

 

Questions to ponder:  

• How would you council Chimunya?   

• Should she remain in her marriage?   

• How should she prepare for her fu-

ture and that of her daughter’s? 

• Who should she share her status 

with? 

Drama in the Heartland part 2 

Would the Lord spare her life?  She wasn’t at 

all sure…  for deep within her she knew that 

in this land HIV was no respecter of persons.  

Two of her aunts had recently died after their 

health mysteriously declined and they too 

were committed Christians.  They were mar-

ried, faithful women.  

 

One week, sometime later, Chimunya was 

waiting in the long queues at the government 

clinic waiting to be seen.  She hadn’t been 

feeling well for some time and thought that 

perhaps she had taken in some contaminated 

water… with the deluge of rainfall Zambia 

gets in the rainy season it seemed plausible 

that this could be a water-borne disease.  Sev-

eral hours later she emerged from the clinic 

examination room with a big smile on her 

face.   It wasn’t what she had thought.  The 

physician said that she was suffering from 

nothing more than morning sickness.  She 

was pregnant!   

With a newfound skip in her step she rang her 

husband to tell him of the good news.  This 

was good news indeed, for people would 

surely think of her as true woman, a woman 

good for her man.  Chanda was very happy 

and they began making plans for her to relo-

cate and be with him near the mines. But, 

what seemed like such an exciting prospect 

would soon turn out to be a profound disap-

pointment… 

 

She had been showing for months and despite 

her husband’s promise that he would momen-

tarily send for her to be with him, he was still 

making preparations for her arrival.  Could 

she not wait just a little while longer?  Trying 

not to be hurt by the endless delays she re-

mained patient for the time was surely near. 

 

But it was not meant to be.  Chimunya  had 

reached the end of her third trimester and she 

would soon be delivering their baby. Chanda 

was still at the mines and despite her repeated 

calls for him to come he never came.  He 

cited cultural reasons why he wouldn’t be 

there for the birth of their baby for it was 

certainly the place of her mother to assist with 

the delivery.  And that’s the way it was.  

 

by Tim Hilty 

Chimunya felt misunderstood, unprotected, 

worthless and abandoned.  If only there was 

someone to pluck her out of the mess she was 

in.  Would the Lord deliver her from this un-

fortunate union? 
She delivered a healthy baby girl with only 

her mother by her side.  Her name would be 

Esther. 

 

Esther was now 4 weeks old and Chanda 

hadn’t yet met his little daughter. He had run 

out of excuses and his failure as both husband 

and father had become an embarrassment to 

even his family.  Under tremendous pressure 

from his family he phoned home to his wife 

that he had been desperately ill… in bed at a 

clinic for weeks. Chimunya knew what this 

meant but there was only one way to be sure.  

He would need to be tested for HIV. 

 

After travelling for the past 6 hours to see 

him, she was now looking at him face to face.  

Noticeably thinner and weak, with tears 

streaming down his face he said: “The test 

came back positive”.  A heavy wave of shock 

seemed to be crushing her.  Chanda was sick 

and would never fully recover.  What would 

happen to her? Was she also positive? What 

about Esther’s future?  She left her husband’s 

side for she couldn’t even bear to look at him.  

There was only one thing on her mind.  She 

would go and get tested.   

 

She stood staring listlessly out the clinic win-

dow with pain and grief etched across her 

faith.  She was thinking about the day two 

years earlier when she and Chanda had vol-

untarily been tested for HIV before getting 

married.  They had both tested negative for 

the virus at the time.  How she longed for 

time to be rolled back.  She looked down 

again at the test result in her hand in an at-

tempt to come to terms with her positive sta-

tus. She felt regret and betrayal all in one. 

 

...to be continued    



Women’s Ministry 
by Karen Singleton 

ask 

Thumbs up from baby Frolina, one of the ba-

bies receiving formula provided by ACTION 

Zambia.  

We all stand on the shoulders of someone else. Careers, education, and inven-

tions build upon the wisdom and genius of others. In fourth grade our daughter 

Audrey invented drink mix bags for a class project, the idea which to this day 

she believes was stolen and turned over to a major food company. Although 

brilliant, it rested on the invention of the tea bag. Instead of tea leaves inside, 

there was a single serving, sweetened drink mixture.  

From our partners in ministry, Karin 

and Thuens Englebrecht:  

 

It brings us such great joy and pleasure when 

we look at these babies on the program and 

KNOW that we are able to make a huge dif-

ference in their lives by providing the Infant 

Formula, multi-vitamins, medicines and care-

packages they need to grow up healthy and 

strong.  Sadly at times, we also have to deal 

with the loss of babies and the grief of those 

who remain behind. 

 

Recently we had such a case when one of the 

babies on the program unexpectedly passed 

away.  As always this is a hard blow for us.  

Even so, we feel blessed and privileged to 

have had the opportunity to support that little 

one for the 6 months that we knew her and 

her Aunty, who had no children of her own 

and adopted Blessing as her own daughter. 

 

Praise God, because of the relationship we 

had formed with this family, we were able to 

comfort and pray with the Aunty and remind 

her of God’s sovereign plan and that He is 

very aware of her grief and her tears.  During 

her short life, Blessing was a reminder of 

God’s love and care and provision even in 

the midst of dire circumstances. 

 

May our partnership result in much fruitful-

ness for the Kingdom of God here on earth! 

She is her mother’s daughter. In the past year 

the Lord has slowly revealed to me a vision 

for women’s ministry among APC wives. It 

hasn’t been my vision. A team of women 

from Twin Lakes Church in California, which 

has been coming to Zambia for the past three 

years, has looked and seen the fields. As you 

read the remainder of this article, remember 

that I stand upon the vision of others and, by 

God’s grace, hopefully build. 

 

This vision for ministry came to me rather late 

in the game as the first class of APC students 

had graduated last November. However, with 

the start-up of APC, a new group of women 

entered my life.  

 

Building relationships is very crucial as a 

precursor to ministry among Zambians. To 

that end, the missionary wives of ACTION 

Zambia held a tea the very same day the hus-

bands of these women were graduating from 

Veritas. Veritas, an eight-week course, is a 

prerequisite for their husbands’ acceptance 

into APC, a three-year program. While the 

men spent time together outside, the ladies, 

most of whom had never met each other, en-

joyed refreshment and chatted. Out of this 

time together sprang the consensus, that they 

did indeed want a reading class, a ministry 

which I’d desired for some time. Their ques-

tion was, “How fast will we learn?” They 

wanted this, “now, now,” as we say. But class 

would have to wait until after May 19. 

 

On that date a one-day conference was held 

for the students of APC, church leaders, and 

APC wives. After meeting in a joint session, 

the men and women split into two groups for 

their sessions. The theme, “The Heart of the 

Godly Woman,” covered topics of keeping 

watch over our hearts, Bible meditation and 

memory work, and learning from the lives of 

Bible women, Zeresh and Esther. Katie 

McKanna, visiting from the States, co-taught 

with me that day while her husband, Bruce, 

ministered to the men. Our two goals for the 

day were that our hearts as women would be 

knit together, and that we would be inspired to 

watch over our hearts (Proverbs 4:23). I be-

lieve God answered both of those requests. 

The following week I learned that one of the 

women had been influenced by her mother 

and sister and wanted her husband to quit 

APC in order to make more money. She de-

cided she cannot listen to her family about 

acquiring more and more possessions. Very 

gratifying to hear this.      

 

Also gratifying is to learn that the reading 

class is giving some of the women the confi-

dence they need in ministry. They are increas-

ingly in contact with Westerners and desire to 

improve their English reading and speaking 

skills. One woman remarked to her husband 

that the reading class is bolstering her confi-

dence and she “will follow him anywhere.”  

 

Praise God for the vision of the Twin Lakes 

Church women’s team. We truly do stand on 

the shoulders of others~their vision has been 

contagious.  



 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

The CROSS Project works with care teams 

from churches throughout Lusaka.  Members 

of these care teams are compassionate people 

who have a heart to reach their communities 

with the practical love of Jesus.  ACTION 

Zambia has been blessed to host a ministry 

team from Janesville Wisconsin who taught a 

workshop on hospice care in conjunction 

with our team here.  

 

Participants moved from station to station 

throughout the day covering the following 

topics: blood borne pathogens, hand washing, 

wound care, repositioning the bedbound, 

sanitation, reading the bible, listening, emo-

tions, exercise, sunlight, rest and accepting 

help.  Each day was capped off with a ques-

tion and answer session which revealed the 

particular concerns of the group.  Many 

questions arose regarding the care of patients  

in the latter stages of AIDS and cancer.  

There were an equal amount of questions 

regarding how to relate to the terminally ill.   

 

All in all, this seminar provided a lot of good 

information but more importantly a safe 

place to discuss a subject that is often con-

sidered taboo.  

praise report >>> 

Recently a church in the States which part-

ners significantly with ACTION Zambia 

Ministries held its annual “festival of 

praise”.  We were absolutely blown away 

when the offering from this small church 

reached in excess of $18,000 toward three 

of our ministries; PLD, Ciyanjano, and the 

CROSS Project.  We pray that God will be 

honored in the use of these funds as we 

seek to serve the Zambian church. 

It doesn’t matter which culture you are from, one of life’s biggest questions is that of 

death.  How will I die?  Who will be there with me?  Will I suffer much?  Will I be 

ready when the time comes? 
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Fun facts 
Have you ever wondered what 22.5 metric tons 

of cement looks like?  Well, you’re looking at it 

in the above picture.  Tyler Dingman recently 

wondered what else weighs 49,604 pounds.  

Here is what he came up with:  
• 2.8 African Bush Elephants 
• 18 2012 Mini Coopers 
• 2 fully loaded US Army UH-60 Blackhawk 

helicopters 
• The combined weight of  the entire rosters 

of the Seahawks, Cardinals, 49ers and half 

of the Rams. That’s practically one whole 

NFL division! 

Breaking ground...again! 
We are ending the year with fantastic news for 

Ciyanjano. We have broken ground on our new 

toilet and shower building for Campground One 

and we couldn’t be happier. Thanks to generous 

grants and a lot of prayer, we have the funds to 

pay for the entire project, which is being built as 

you read this. 

Youth Missions International 
Evangelistic sports camps will be introduced at 

camp Ciyanjano soon. Brian Hughes (director) 

from Youth Missions International came to visit 

our field to explore what future joint role short-

term teams from his organization might play.  

Personnel Needs 
ACTION Zambia is looking to recruit 

a ministry couple to head up our chil-

dren's ministries.  With child evange-

listic activities as their primary focus 

they should have a background in 

Christian education as well as well as 

knowledge in early childhood develop-

ment. Thorough knowledge and expe-

rience in youth ministry is a must.  The 

main aim is to help encourage and 

equip local churches in bringing chil-

dren to a spiritually mature faith; con-

tribute to the physical, social, and edu-

cational development of vulnerable 

newsbytes 
 

 

by Andrea Hilty 


