
DECEMBER	
 D E R E K  A N D  K R I S T I N  D E A R T H ,  S E R V I N G  I N  L U S A K A ,  Z A M B I A	
 2012

A Year of Transition 

	
 To say that 2012 has been a year of 
transition would be an understatement. 
Even though every year since we have been married 
has been, to some extent, “a year of transition” - 
with being newly weds our first year, both finishing 
college, raising support to go to Zambia, and then 
being back in Zambia for fifteen months - this year 
takes the cake. 

	
 At the beginning of 2012, we were two 
expectant, excited parents, who were busy finishing 
up ministry responsibilities with the C.R.O.S.S. 
Project, getting our two national workers (John and 
Eta) in a good work place before we left, and 
preparing our house for someone else to live in 
while we were gone and for us to return with a 
baby.  Then, we left Zambia on March 28th to head 
back to the States to have our first child!

	
 That began four months of 22,000 miles of 
travel, flying across three continents and driving 

through ten states, with either an eight-nine month 
pregnant wife or a newborn baby. 

	
 We had three goals in going back to the 
States: have a baby; visit family, friends, and 
supporting churches; and raise our support level 

back up. God was SO very gracious to us, and we were able to meet all of those goals! At each point along those 22,000 
miles, we were richly blessed as we visited old (and new!) friends and family and spoke about our ministry here in Zambia. We 
wish we could retell all of our wonderful memories of  times spent with many of you while we were back! Obviously, we 
can’t do that here in this newsletter, but we can say that we were SO blessed and SO thankful for such sweet fellowship in 
Christ! Philippians 1:3–5 rings true, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now” ESV.

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10, ESV

JUNE 15TH - CHARLIE IS BORN
AUGUST 2ND - AT THE AIRPORT AND 

READY TO FLY AT 6 WEEKS OLD!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

JUNE 7TH - PREGNANT BOWLING 
WITH FRIENDS



  	
 Obviously our biggest highlight 
this year was having a beautiful baby boy, 
Charles Stephen Dearth, who was born 
on June 15th!! After Charlie was born, 
the rest of our time in the States was a 
mad dash getting ready to return to 
Zambia. This included getting Charlie’s 
Social Security card and Passport (he’s 
screaming in his Passport picture!), 
visiting three more churches in WI, and 
packing lots of bags.

	
 Kristin’s parents came back to 
Zambia on August 2nd with us to help us 
get adjusted in our home with a six-week 
old. As we mentioned in our last 
newsletter, it was a tremendous help and 
encouragement to have them here. We 
loved sharing our house, ministry, and 
experiences with them and having them 
meet our teammates and partners in 
ministry. During their stay, we also had 
the privilege of hosting Kristin’s brother 
and sister-in-law (Bjorn and Kendall) for 
ten days. What fun to have family here 
with us! 

	
 Since “Nana and Papa” left, life 
has gone back to reality, and we continue 
to adjust to parenting, marriage, ministry, 
and housekeeping as a new, little family of 
three. Some days are better than others. 
We love seeing Charlie grow and 
develop, which seems to happen before 
our very eyes. He rolls, scootches, sports 
two bottom teeth, and generally makes 
his parents quite nervous about how 
busy they will be when he starts crawling 
and walking!

	
 We are not the only ones 
adjusting, though. Our ministry partners, 
John and Eta, have been in the midst of 
moving, dealing with health problems, or 
helping with family obligations. Despite 
these various challenges, we continue to 
rely heavily on their teaching skills, 
cultural sensitivity, and love for God and 
their fellow Zambians in the C.R.O.S.S. 
Project. More and more, we are convinced 
that our effectiveness would be greatly 
diminished without their amazing 
partnership. Thank you, God, for John and 
Eta!
	
 Our teammates have all been 
facing various adjustments as well; 
however, we feel like there are few 
people we would rather walk this road 
with than each of our teammates. God 
has really blessed us with, not only 
teammates, but friends. Thank you, God, 
for such a great team!

	
 We know that many of you have 
had “a year of  transition” also, which is 
one reason why we are particularly 
thankful this year for God’s faithful 
provision through you. You are truly 
partners with us in the gospel, the good 
news we proclaim to Zambians.   

With thankfulness from Zambia, 
we wish you all a very happy 

Christmas!

       Derek , K!"in, & 
          Charlie Dea#h

TALKING WITH COUSINS

 HANGING OUT -
5 MONTHS OLD

SPENDING TIME WITH UNCLE 
JOHN AND AUNTIE VICTORIA

SPENDING TIME WITH AUNTIE 
ETA
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What’s Next?

	
 Throughout our recent time in the States, God impressed on 
us one main thing about our ministry here: the need for 
discipleship. We want to see Zambians know and love Jesus because 
of the Holy Spirit’s work in their lives. Next year, we hope to train six 
new churches and assist with a special conference in NW Zambia. 
Our desire is to see lives transformed by the truth in God’s 
Word, who take a stand in their communities to love those affected by 
HIV/AIDS.
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