
This five-month mark is an exciting time for us as we 
make the final dive fully into ministry! We have already 
joined John and Eta to help finish up this term of  the 
C.R.O.S.S. Project, which will go another 6 weeks. After 
that, we will prepare for the fall term by selecting three 
churches to work with and teach the curriculum to. 

Our field leader, Tim Hilty, just wrote an excellent and 
timely story that exemplifies the heartache and need for 
Biblical teaching in the Zambian Church in regard to 
HIV/AIDS and suffering. Unfortunately, stories like this  
are derived from the lives of  many Zambians. Pray for 
us as we seek to live and love among such need.
 

“Their love blossomed quickly, and it seemed like a match made in 
heaven. He was a strong, good-looking farmhand, and she was 
beautiful and industrious…a desirable bride by Zambian 
standards. Chimunya had been waiting for the right man to come 
along, and Chanda was certainly that guy. He had joined the 
church choir, and it seemed that his commitment to the church was 
strong. Estranged from her family in the village, Chimunya knew 
that she needed the security and peace of  mind that the church 
could offer her concerning marriage. If  her spiritual leadership 
approved of  Chanda, that was enough for her before getting 
engaged to him.

Six months later, they were married, and life was blissful. They 
had almost nothing in the house…literally nothing except each 
other. The future looked good for Chanda since his father owned a 
large farm, and he would certainly be assured a lead role in the 
family business. As the months passed, Chimunya watched as her 
handsome groom became frustrated at the family farm. His father 
stopped paying him fair wages, and despite trying, they weren’t yet 
pregnant. He began to treat her differently; his touch wasn’t what 
it was. Rhetoric in the family soon turned against her as she was 
accused of  withholding intimacy from their son. Pressure 
continued to mount as the family suggested their 
son should find another woman who wasn’t 
barren. It was a cruel expectation, but one that is prevalent 
in Zambia.

Eventually, Chanda stopped receiving his monthly salary, and 
family relationships were at an all time low. He lost the 
motivation to look for work, because like him, every other young 
man was searching for employment only to come home empty-
handed.  

Depression had cast its dark spell on her husband, and now 
Chimunya was the sole bread-winner of  the house. He contributed 
nothing… just sat at home… day after day. Marriage-bed 
intimacy was all but non-existent. He pushed her away 
when she returned home from a long day’s 
work… he said he wasn’t in the mood. She had believed that 
story, but after a few months it just didn’t make sense. She was 
almost certain there was another lady.

Chimunya’s cell phone rang…it was Chanda. Excitedly, he told 
her that he had found a job working in the mines up north in 
Zambia’s Copperbelt region. If  he was to have the job, he would 
need to leave by nightfall. Perhaps this was the break that they had 
been looking for. The prospect of  her husband being gainfully 
employed was drowned out by the news that he would be gone for 
the next 6 months. With tears running down her cheeks…her heart 
grew sad as she feared what the future would bring. When 
Chanda first took the job, he called her every night after returning 
from the mines. In a couple of  week’s time, he rarely called her, 
and when she tried to page him he simply turned off  his phone.
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He 
would return home at the end 

of  every other month, but even after their weekends 
together, she still wasn’t pregnant. The pressure her husband’s 
family exerted had already turned into an unmasked contempt for 
her. She was ashamed and felt like her world was slowly falling 
apart. The very next weekend at the family farm she walked into 
a family discussion concerning Chanda’s mistress in the 
Copperbelt. The truth stung her. It was true…her 
husband no longer loved and cared for her, and 
his family even approved of his actions. Zambian 
cultural expectations would nevertheless demand that she perform 
her various “wifely duties.” The council she received from the 
church underscored this as his infidelity was quickly excused, 
because it was reasonable considering the cultural context.

Chimunya now had every reason to believe that Chanda was 
sleeping with multiple partners when he was away at the mines.  
The thought of him getting HIV and infecting her 
was something she tried not to think about but 
she knew that she was now at risk. She felt 
misunderstood, unprotected, worthless and abandoned.  

If  only there was someone to pluck her out of  the mess that she 
was in. Would the Lord deliver her from this unfortunate union?   
Would the Lord spare her life? She wasn’t at all sure…Two of 
her aunts had recently died after their health 
mysteriously declined, and they too were 
committed Christians...”

The story above is a true story. The names and some of  the 
details have been changed to protect the identity of  the main 
characters. Andrea and I know the real people and plot of  this 
situation very well. HIV is real, and it affects the body of  Christ.  
Churches in Zambia are struggling to handle real life stories like 
this one, especially when it implicates deep cultural beliefs and 
practices!”

----------------------------

If  you would like to help support the efforts of  
the C.R.O.S.S. Project, you can visit our blog 
(dearthtodelight.com) for more information 
and click on the tab marked “CROSS.” Almost 
all the money donated to the C.R.O.S.S. Project goes to 
pay the salaries of  our national C.R.O.S.S. Project staff, 
John Chitambo and Etambuyu Imasiku. 

Thank you so much for all of  your 
prayers and support! We could not be 
here without them. Please feel free to 
email us or even call us on our Skype 
number (612-284-5554 - a local US call) 
if  you ever have any questions or just 
want to chat! 

That Zambians would know Jesus, 

Derek & K!"in Dea#h
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Prayer Requests
Pray for help in culture and language learning. 

Pray for wisdom as we decide which three churches to teach 
next term. 

Pray for wisdom and guidance as we teach as a team and 
finish out this C.R.O.S.S. teaching term. 

Pray that lives in the Church would be changed for the glory of 
Christ in attitudes, beliefs and behaviors in regard to HIV/
AIDS. 

Pray for cohesion in the C.R.O.S.S. team as we start teaching 
to together. 
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