
What We’ve Been Doing

 You might be wondering, “What have you guys been doing for 
the last month?” That is a good question, and we will do our best to tell 
you. It really feels like a blur in a lot of  ways. Our first month here has 
been filled with a lot of  transition and setup. It has been an eye-opening 
experience for us coming to Zambia as a married couple, as opposed to 
both being singles the last time we came. 
	 Last time (back in 2003 and 2004), we pretty much arrived, set 
up the room we were staying in, and started on orientation and 
ministry-related things. This time, we have had to set up a whole 
house from scratch. This task has been a bit overwhelming. There are 
no Ikeas or Super Targets, where most things can not only be 
purchased in one stop, but they are affordable and come with 
warranties and guarantees to back their level of  quality.  In Zambia, 
a land-locked, economically-poor, Sub-Saharan country, most things 

are imported, which drive cost up and quality down. Thankfully, getting things 
custom-made here is routine, more affordable, and generally has a more satisfactory outcome. And 

that was where we hit our jackpot, so to speak. We found a great carpenter and a seamstress at the same 
evangelical organization that provides training and skills for vulnerable young men and women. They made 
our curtains, dining room table and chairs, coffee table, end table, desk, dresser, and bench, and 
we are very happy with the end results. 
	 We have also been busy getting our work permits, going through 
orientation material, and trying to find a vehicle to purchase. We spent 
one day meeting with John and Eta, our ministry partners on the 
CROSS (Churches Ready to Overcome Silence and Stigma) team, 
and Tim Hilty, our director, developing a vision for what the next 
couple of  years will look like for CROSS, Lord willing. It was a great 
meeting and reminded us how excited we are to work with John and 
Eta in the CROSS Project. 
	 In a nut shell, over the last four weeks, we have been 
cleaning and painting our house, getting furniture and household 
items made, buying appliances and other items, building 
relationships with teammates, beginning Nyanja lessons, learning 
how to live and be married in Zambia, and getting a vision for our 
first term of  ministry here. 
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Prayer Requests

Please pray for strong daily devotions and prayer time in the 
mornings. This is so critical to staying spiritually strong. 

Please pray for our marriage, that the Lord would keep it vital 
and that it would represent Christ and the Church to local 
Zambian congregations. 

Please pray that the Lord would provide a truck/SUV for us 
soon. We are still trying to sort through duty and high taxes on 
vehicles in Zambia. Pray that we would find one  that is 
affordable yet reliable (something very rare in Zambia).

Please pray for unity, endurance, hope, and joy in the Lord for 
the AZ team.

Follow Us In Zambia
Blog - www.dearthtodelight.com

Skype # - 612.284.5554 (Just like a 
normal US phone call from cell or 

landline)

Email - derekkristin@gmail.com or 
derek.dearth@actionintl.org

Facebook

We may not be able to do a paper 
copy every month. So please send us 
your email address to be added to our 

email list. 

With overflowing joy and thankfulness,

 Derek and Kristin Dearth

What We Will Be Doing

	 So, in many ways, we are 
moving out of  the settling-in and 
setting-up stage and are moving into 
a learning and orientation stage for 
the next four months. We hope to 
zero in on language-learning especially. - 
pray for discipline, loose mouths, 
listening ears, and humble, 
learning hearts. Along with that, we 

will be finishing our Zambia orientation 
with Tim, spending significant time getting 
to know John and Eta and praying with 
them about the CROSS Project, and 
finding a vehicle. 

	 Our first month has not been without its stresses, which make us realize afresh how grateful and 
needy we are for your prayers and support. We could not be effective here without the spiritual bolstering or 
the financial enabling. Thank you!

C.R.O.S.S. Graduation at a local Church here in Lusaka
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