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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I thank God for the ministry of ACTION 

Zambia in general but more particularly for Ciyanjano Ministry Center.  For me, Ciyanjano 

is not just yet another venue for Christian activities but it has played a significant role in 

shaping my ministry and family.  

It seems like we just can’t resist the sweet 

sounds of hammers here at Camp Ciyan-

jano.  Since we moved out here in 2011 we’ve 

had almost constant development. And just 

when you think it’ll slow down...  

So far this year we’ve re-floored half of our 

conference center house, repainted most of the 

interior, built and installed two steel play-

ground structures, built a covered sitting area 

for the playground, built an entire three bed-

room house from start to finish, built a cooking 

shed for our workers, finished building an 

unused structure and turned it into classroom 

space for the campground, planted about a 

hundred trees, and done countless smaller up-

dates and improvements to water and power 

infrastructure here at the camp. 

In terms of ministry Ciyanjano has played 

host to landmark events in my ministry. Let 

me cite a few. It was here that my passion 

Not that we don't have any good facilities in 

Zambia like those at Ciyanjano, but the hum-

ble circumstances of our churches are such 

that we  can 

wide!  

 

Another landmark feature is the hosting of 

our denomination's annual conference 

known as Vernacular Reformed Family Con-

ference (V.R.F.C.) from 5 to 9 April 2012. 

For the first time ever in eleven years, our 

members were very happy with the venue 

and they cannot wait to return next year!  

benefit immensely from this property. I 

believe that this is what ACTION Zambia is 

all about—to serve the Zambian Church and 

nothing does it better than Ciyanjano Minis-

try Center. 

 

The Lord bless the work of ACTION Zam-

bia! 

[Pastor Lichawa Thole and wife pictured left] 

for children's ministry was 

formed and developed over a 

long period of time. To this 

day, I am still carrying on a 

ministry to children and I am 

also a member of our local 

church's Children's Ministry, a 

practice not common among 

pastors in Zambia if not world - 

not afford good conventional 

conference and camping facili-

ties. Ciyanjano has given our 

annual conference a status we 

could not attain by making the 

costs affordable for us. In a 

nutshell Ciyanjano is really 

serving the Zambian church. 

The Zambian church stands to 

 

It was here that my  

passion for children’s 

ministry was formed. 
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Chimunya had been waiting for the right man 

to come along and Chanda was certainly that 

guy.  He had joined the church choir and it 

seemed that his commitment to the church 

was strong.  Estranged from her family in the 

village, Chimunya knew that she needed the 

security and peace of mind that the church 

could offer her concerning marriage.  If her 

spiritual leadership approved of Chanda, that 

was enough for her before getting engaged to 

him.  

 

Six months later they were married and life 

was blissful.  They had almost nothing in the 

house … literally nothing except each 

other.  The future looked good for Chanda 

since his father owned a large farm and he 

would certainly be assured a lead role in the 

family business.  As the months passed, Chi-

munya watched as her handsome groom be-

came frustrated at the family farm.  His father 

stopped paying him fair wages and despite 

trying… they weren’t yet pregnant.  

discussion >>> 

Their love blossomed quickly and it seemed 

like a match made in heaven.  He was a 

strong, good-looking farmhand and she was 

beautiful and industrious 

Drama in the Heartland is based on a true 

story although details and names have 

been changed.  AZ Lowdown will follow 

the developing story over the next two 

quarters in a desire to impress upon you 

the complexities of the HIV/AIDS situa-

tion here in Zambia.  This story is re-

peated over and over in countless ways 

throughout churches and families in Lu-

saka.  When addressing HIV/AIDS from 

a biblical perspective it is important to not 

only discuss the immediate medical con-

cerns of those with HIV/AIDS but also 

the societal and cultural values that feed 

the spread, stigma and suffering resulting 

from the disease.  What issues can you 

identify from the first segment of this 

story? 

• Cultural expectations of a woman/

wife 

• Economic factors 

• Lack of employment opportunities 

• Conditions and opportunities for 

those who work in the mines 

Drama in the Heartland 

He began to treat her differently; his touch 

wasn’t what it was.  Rhetoric in the family 

soon turned against her as she was accused of 

withholding intimacy from their son.  Pres-

sure continued to mount as the family sug-

gested their son should find another woman 

who wasn’t barren.  It was a cruel expecta-

tion, but one that is prevalent in Zambia.  

 

Eventually Chanda stopped receiving his 

monthly salary and family relationships were 

at an all time low.  He lost the motivation to 

look for work because like him, every other 

young man was searching for employment 

only to come home empty-handed.   

 

Depression had cast its dark spell on her hus-

band and now Chimunya was the sole bread-

winner of the house.  He contributed noth-

ing… just sat at home… day after day.  Mar-

riage bed intimacy was all but non-

existent.  He pushed her away when she re-

turned home from a long day’s work… he 

said he wasn’t in the mood.  She had believed 

that story, but after a few months it just didn’t 

make sense.  She was almost certain there 

was another lady… 

Chimunya’s cell phone rang… it was 

Chanda.  Excitedly he told her that he had 

found a job working in the mines up north in 

Zambia’s Copperbelt region.  If he was to 

have the job, he would need to leave by night-

fall.  Perhaps this was the break that they had 

been looking for.  The prospect of her hus-

band being gainfully employed was drowned 

out by the news that he would be gone for the 

next 6 months.  With tears running down her 

cheeks… her heart grew sad as she feared 

what the future would bring.   When Chanda 

first took the job he called her every night 

after returning from the mines.  In a couple of 

week’s time he rarely called her and when she 

tried to page him he simply turned off his 

phone. 

 

He would return home at the end of every 

other month, but even after their weekends 

together she still wasn’t pregnant.  The pres-

sure her husband’s family exerted had already 

turned into an unmasked contempt for 

her.  She was ashamed and felt like her world 

was slowly falling apart.  The very next 

weekend at the family farm she walked into a 

family discussion concerning Chanda’s mis-

tress in the Copperbelt.  The truth stung 

her.  It was true… her husband no longer  

loved and cared for her and his family even 

approved of his actions.  Zambian cultural 

expectations would nevertheless demand that 

she perform her various “wifely duties”.  The 

council she received from the church under-

scored this as his infidelity was quickly ex-

cused because it was reasonable considering 

the cultural context. 

 

Chimunya now had every reason to believe 

that Chanda was sleeping with mistresses 

when he was away at the mines.  The thought 

of him getting HIV and infecting her was 

something she tried not to think about but she 

knew that she was now at risk.   

...to be continued. 

by Tim Hilty 



A Lesson Learned 
by Tyler Dingman 

ask 

Andy and Beth Rice were accepted with  

ACTION International and hope to join  

ACTION Zambia in 2013. 

May the God of peace, … equip you with everything good for doing his will, 

and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be glory for ever and ever, Amen.  - Hebrews 13:20,21 NIV 

Coming to Zambia I was nervous about a 

lot of things, but the most immediate was 

my two week homestay in the compounds. 

A fellow missionary suggested I prepare a 

sermon for when, not if, I was asked to 

preach. The most “preaching” I have ever 

done was sharing my testimony in youth 

group years ago.  

 

Over the two weeks I had a chance to 

preach the sermon I had prepared twice. 

Both times the response was the same, 

unnerving silence. On the Saturday before 

the last Sunday, my homestay host (picture 

above) told me to preach for the service.  

Since I had already preached my token 

sermon I prayed asking God for inspiration 

on what to preach the next morning. The 

point of my homestay was to learn from 

Zambians so I decided I would preach to 

them the lessons they had taught me in the 

weeks before. 

 

As I told them how humbled I was by their 

faith in the face of suffering and trials and 

that they would always be, for me, the stan-

dard bearers for hospitality I could see them 

responding. I encouraged them to keep liv-

ing in community and worshipping with the 

same joy and fervent zeal.  As I ended it by 

reminding them that even though their cul-

ture is saturated with witchcraft, Jesus 

Christ is stronger and has already conquered 

evil there were shouts of “Amen!” and 

“Praise God!”   

 

My homestay taught me many lessons about 

Zambian culture but there is one very valu-

able lesson I will never forget, God faith-

fully prepares you to serve and glorify Him. 

Knowing that, I am confident of what I will 

be doing for the rest of my time in Zambia. 

Andy and Beth Rice are ACTION Zambia's 

newest missionary appointees from the AC-

TION USA office.  They will be joining our 

team in Zambia by April 2013.  Andy is 

looking forward to joining Tracy Singleton 

as a lecturer in pastor leadership develop-

ment's theological training school known as 

ACTION Pastors College.   Beth is a school 

teacher by profession and in addition to sup-

porting her husband is waiting for the Lord to 

lead her in whatever church or community 

work he may have for her. 

 

Andy has been the Senior Pastor of Mineral 

Springs Baptist Church in Virginia since 

1996. They have two adult sons Jonathan and 

AJ, who is married.  Since being accepted as 

ACTION missionaries, Andy and Beth are 

now helping the church transition before 

heading to the mission field. The Rices are 

no stranger to Africa and missions.  Previ-

ously Andy has been on three two-month 

missions trips to Kenya where he developed 

a heart for the rural African pastor. They are 

looking forward to serving in Zambia but 

will very much miss their church, friends and 

family.  

Last month the mission community in Zambia 

suffered the tragic loss of two missionaries in a 

plane crash on the Zambezi River.  The couple 

had only been in Zambia for a few months and 

left behind two daughters, 2 and 1. It is a gut-

wrenching reminder of just how fragile life is.  

 

There are times where I embrace the adventure 

of living here in Zambia with a swashbuckling 

zeal, and carelessly disregard the physical conse-

quences of what could happen.  Now that I am 

driving I am that much closer to the edge of 

losing, and even taking life. Here, pedestrians 

dart in and out of traffic all the time – even on 

highways – you’d think the human edition of 

Frogger was the national sport. 

 

This tragedy reminds me of Paul’s words in 

Philippians 1:21, “…to live is Christ, and to die 

is gain.” These words are the driving force for 

my life; they have brought me to Zambia today 

and will send me who knows where tomorrow. 

The only thing that matters is how I serve God 

today. 

How Do You Serve God Today? - Tyler Dingman 



 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Though I was only able to spend 2 weeks, it 

was a time filled with both ministry to others 

and being blessed by those I came in contact 

with. The people of Zambia are truly a won-

derful people. The majority of my time was 

spent teaching on the Canonicity and Author-

ity of Scripture. Additionally I was able to 

assist in teaching 2 seminars on Inductive 

Bible Study methods to about 80 church lead-

ers. In a country where there is a hunger for 

spiritual things – but confusion as to proper 

biblical interpretation – this material will 

make a difference in how those individuals 

will handle the Word of God. 

It is truly amazing how close the bonds of 

Christian love can become in such a short 

time. Please pray for the men of APC as they 

continue to make significant financial sacri-

fices by attending the college. Though the 

college costs them nothing, many have lim-

ited their other sources of income to make 

the necessary time to attend and study. All 

this is done in a country with a difficult eco-

nomic climate. They do this to be better 

prepared to lead their churches; they are 

truly men who walk by faith. This ministry is 

alive and well and more urgently needed 

than ever. 

praise report >>> 

Due to donations received for Children in 

Crisis, AZ was able to pledge enough support 

to the Baby Milk Program to take on an addi-

tional 5 malnourished or at risk babies and 

supply them with formula until they are one 

year old.  This makes a total of 15 babies who 

are either orphaned or have mothers who are 

HIV+ and unable to breastfeed them.  

In May it was my privilege to return to Africa (my family spent a year 1 yr. in Zaire) at 

the request of Tracy Singleton to help teach the men at Action Pastors College (APC). 

As my former senior pastor in the States, how could I turn down his invitation? 

Visiting Lecturer APC 
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341-0933 - rob@brighthopeworld.com; ACTION UK - PO Box 144, Wallasey, Wirral CH44 5WE - Tel. 011-151-630-2451 - info@actionuk.org - UK Registered Charity 1058661 

- ACTION Web site: www.actioninternational.org 

Ciyanjano Development 
We just finished installing a community water 

tap for the families that live near Camp Ci-

yanjano, we’re completely re-roofing the hut 

for our new missionary Tyler Dingman, and 

we’re also partially rebuilding and completely 

re-roofing another chalet here in order to 

make space for the new AZ administrative 

office. Meanwhile our fearless director is 

getting our plans for a full-sized shower and 

toilet block in our campground approved at 

Lusaka Provincial Planning Authority. We 

still need donations to finish this new project 

and we hope to break ground as early as Sep-

tember.  

AZ Donates Stove  
ACTION Zambia continues in a supportive 

role with Emmanuel Family Homes.  On a 

recent visit to the orphanage, it was noticed 

that the house mothers spent inordinate 

amounts of time preparing meals since their 

stove had broken.  Preparing 3 meals a day 

for 10 children and 2 house mothers over a 

charcoal brassier meant they were over taxed.  

AZ delivered a brand new stove to EFH and 

there were smiles all around!  

 

 

Personnel Matters 
Praise God for the healthy delivery of Charles 

“Charlie” Stephen Dearth!  Derek and Kristin 

Dearth are certainly proud parents and adjust-

ing to life as a little larger family.  Pray for 

their safe return to Zambia in early August. 

 

Also in early August, Tim and Andrea Hilty 

are expecting the arrival of their baby in 

South Africa where they will stay with her 

parents who live in Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa.  
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by Eric Forman, Elder from Mount Morris EFC 


