
Greetings from a very warm Lusaka! October started 
out rather mild, and we were wondering if  we were going to 
escape the normal hot of  hot season this year. But not this 
year, with daytime temperatures in the upper 90’s or higher 
over the past couple weeks. So, we are looking forward to 
the rains that come in November and bring a bit of  cooler 
weather. 
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ACTION Pastor’s College (APC)

The 26th of  November will be a very special day for ACTION Zambia, as the ACTION Pastor’s College will 
graduate its first group of  15 pastors from the 3-year program. Almost all of  these pastors come from poor 
churches around Lusaka, where solid biblical and theological training is needed so badly. One of  the goals of  the 
C.R.O.S.S. Project team was to make sure that those graduating pastors who had not gone through the 
C.R.O.S.S. curriculum with their churches would at least go through it with us before they graduate. About 9 
pastors came three times a week from September into early October to do this and give us helpful feedback about 
the material. 

There were a few issues that stood out to us as we engaged with these pastors about HIV/AIDS in Zambia 
through a biblical worldview. The first one was that even though education about HIV is now widespread in 
Lusaka, there is still so much fear about getting tested and being stigmatized because of  one’s status, even among 
Christians. Second, communicating openly about HIV/AIDS, especially as an HIV-positive person, among 
immediate family is rarely done. The younger generation is not being educated by their parents about HIV or 
how a Christian should look at it. 

Third, there seems to be developing in Lusaka, especially, a very wide generational gap between young people 
who are being exposed to western dress, TV, movies, music, sexual ideas and who were born in an urban setting 
and their parents who are still very much in the “old school” village mindset. This is making communication, 
understanding, and life education between the generations very difficult. Traditional forms of  communication like 
parents speaking through an uncle or aunt to teach their children about marriage and other import life issues are 
disappearing. This is mostly because the village and village culture that is disappearing and the tribal “melting 
pot” in urban metropolitan Lusaka are colliding, and Western culture is replacing the older traditional forms. 
Please pray for pastors and churches as they deal with how to communicate biblical truth in a 
period of  cultural change and confusion.

Derek and Kristin Dearth  -  Serving in Lusaka, Zambia
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Singazongwe, Komena Pastor’s College 

We were very happy as a C.R.O.S.S. team to be 
able to teach at the Komena Pastor’s College in 
Southern Zambia in early September. We were 
there for four days and were able to teach 
C.R.O.S.S. to about 20 pastors. It seems like 
the Tonga Valley, where the school is located, 
is making progress in their general knowledge 
of  HIV/AIDS and in their theological 
knowledge as well. We praise God that 
progress is being made there, and 
please pray that these pastors 
working in village churches would 
be strong in the Lord and reach out 
to those in their villages with AIDS 

with the hope of  the Gospel.

Kafue Youth Program

The last group that we have been able to work with these last couple of  
months was a group of  14 youth, mostly young men, down in Kafue (about 20 miles 

south of  Lusaka). This group was very energetic about HIV/AIDS ministry and expressed many of 
the same cultural shifts and challenges as the APC pastors did above, only from a young person’s standpoint. 

Please pray that this group of  young men and women would be bold for Christ in their city, 
especially in regard to HIV/AIDS, and that their zeal would be long-lasting.

Thank you so much for your prayers and support! We hope that you are having a wonderful 
Autumn and have a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

	 	 	 	 	               That Zambians would know Jesus,  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Derek & K!"in Dea#h

Follow Us In Zambia:  Blog - www.dearthtodelight.com  
Email - derekkristin@gmail.com or derek.dearth@actionintl.org    Facebook    Skype # - 612.284.5554 (Just like a normal US 
phone call from a cell or landline)
ACTION USA - PO Box 398, Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043-0398 - Tel. 425-775-4800 - info@actionusa.org
ACTION Canada - 3015A 21 Street NE, Calgary, Alberta T2E 7T1 - Tel. 403-204-1421 - info@actioncanada.org
ACTION New Zealand - PO Box 8928, Christchurch 8440 - Tel. 011-643-341-0933 - rob@brighthopeworld.com
ACTION United Kingdom - PO Box 144, Wallasey, Wirral CH44 5WE - Tel. 011-151-630-2451 - info@actionuk.org - UK Registered Charity 1058661

C.R.O.S.S. Project   Financial Need
We have a great opportunity to host a 4-day C.R.O.S.S. 
conference for 25 village pastors from November 
7-10th! 

These pastors are very poor,  and some will walk up to 
20 kilometers to attend.

Would you consider helping us cover the cost of their 
lodging, food, and other materials needed for this 
conference? Our total need is $500.

 A support slip is enclosed.

BLOG
Don’t forget to look at our blog, 

where you can find out more about 

what and how we are doing here in 

Zambia. There are lots of pictures 

and videos there as well. 

www.dearthtodelight.com
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