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GETTING BACK 
Tyler Dingman* AZ Appointee * Bellevue, WA 

 

Since I left Zambia two years ago I have 

been counting down the days to my re-

turn. Although I was only there for a week 

it was very special time for me and filled 

with many meaningful experiences. 

 

The first event I went to was a pastor’s 

conference hosted at a local church in one 

of the compounds. I noticed that as we 

drove through the crowded, garbage filled 

streets I did not feel the uneasiness I ex-

perience my first trip into a compound. 

When we arrived at the church and I got 

out of the car, the first person I saw was a 

pastor I worked with two years ago. 

“Tyler, my friend, you have returned. How 

are you?” he cried out. I cannot describe 

the joy I felt walking through the church 

reuniting with pastor after pastor, each  

 

extending a cheerful greeting. There is no 

greeting like an African greeting: it is inti-

mate, generous, and heartfelt. 

 

Later in the week I went to Ciyanjano to 

help prepare it for the dedication cere-

mony.  I was not prepared for how much 

progress has been made!  In 2009 there 

was nothing but dirt fields and a vision to 

serve Zambians; seeing two years of de-

velopment for the first time was awe-

inspiring. Walking the grounds with AZ’s 

director Tim Hilty reaffirmed the belief I 

had two years prior that I want to be a 

part of Ciyanjano. 

 

Over the next two days I worked with AC-

TION Zambia teammates and Zambians to 

celebrate the dedication of Ciyanjano. It 

was simply wonderful. I felt as though I 

had never left Zambia, as if it was natural  

 

to be out at Ciyanjano casually preparing 

to roast a 150 pound pig! The experience 

was surreal, not because of the brevity of 

my trip, but because it felt like I belonged 

there. 

 

One of my favorite moments came as I 

joined the Zambian pastors on a tour of 

Ciyanjano. As Tim cast the vision I could 

see Zambians beginning to understand 

how they their church could benefit from 

Ciyanjano. I was thrilled to see their eyes 

grow wider as we talked about future 

plans to start income generation enter-

prises, add a second campsite, and other 

facilities that will empower Zambians 

 

It was a powerful week in Zambia. I left 

knowing that God has amazing plans for 

ACTION Zambia, Ciyanjano, and me.  

I cannot wait to get back! 



GROUNDED 
Tricia Huckaby *  AZ Missionary * Lusaka, ZM 

 

In the midst of preparing for Ciyanjano’s big 

dedication, we got some bad news:  our 

truck, which we heavily rely on, had a 

warped piston and fixing it was going to cost 

us some big money and time. Thankfully, we 

could continue to use the truck through the 

dedication week. 

 

After an amazing dedication event and suc-

cessfully seeing off our guests, it was time… 

time to turn the truck over to the mechanic 

for two whole weeks . We did a whopper of 

a shopping trip and borrowed some movies 

from friends. In a lot of ways it felt like we 

were being grounded by God. Not that we 

felt punished… just, stuck. 

 

We have been out at Ciyanjano for almost 

four months, but these past two weeks have 

been two of the best. Losing the truck felt 

like a terrible burden at first but in reality it 

has been a blessing. It was just what we 

needed to slow down and to settle down. 

What felt like being cut off and “grounded” 

from our community and resources has in-

stead gotten us grounded into our commu-

nity and resources. 

 

Being at Ciyanjano all the time  

has allowed Kelly to connect with  

the groups doing camps and re- 

treats out here, to better super- 

vise Ciyanjano’s workers who  

do the daily maintenance, to  

flesh out policies and proced- 

ures, and to work closely with  

our contractor on the house  

project. Also, it has allowed us  

to start walking together all  

over the Kasupe area and act- 

ually start meeting people here. 

 The Zambians just love to see  

us tromping around the paths  

out by the farms and villages.  

 

It has been three years since we  

first started praying and asking  

God where we belonged. There  

have been many days where we felt  

we just didn’t belong anywhere. But  

I know that God’s purpose in taking  

our truck for two weeks was so that he  

could answer that question for us. We  

are finally grounded right where we be- 

long, right where God has planted us.  

Please pray for us as we work to produce 

fruit in this camping ministry.   

         

        

 “ We are finally 

grounded right where 

we belong, right where 

God has 

planted us” 

Red dust billows around our SUV as we dive 

and weave our way down a mangled dirt 

road.  My feet and sandals feel gritty and 

my clothes are sticky from soap residue af-

ter our house helper washed them using the 

two-bucket system then drying them out-

side on the line. I check my backpack to be 

sure I’ve remembered a granola bar and 

water bottle as our missionary guide ex-

plains where we’ll be going today.  

 

Ow! My head hits the window as we lurch 

to the side and hit another crater sized pot-

hole left by the previous rainy season. I  

 

 

 

smile. I’m back in Zambia and I love this 

place! 

 

Why the Lord has brought me here I really 

don’t understand. I just know this is where 

I’m supposed to be.  My sense of adventure 

is heightened; my passion for people rekin-

dled, my understanding of and trust in God 

is tested. He’s here. I can hear Him, and I 

see Him in the people, in their smiles, their 

eyes, and in their voices as they sing power-

fully and openly. I see their need and desire 

for Him, their thirst. They reach out for what 

they hope will satisfy, and for some reason 

  

“HERE I AM LORD” 
Kim Breuninger * Director Women’s Ministry *  Aptos, CA 



 

           CIYANJANO DEDICATION 
             Karen Singleton * Misionary ACTION Zambia * Lusaka, ZM 

 

God has allowed me to be one that 

reaches back with a drink of clean living 

water. Despite the long tiring travel with 

no promise of comfort, good health or 

even satisfaction for a job well done, I’m 

grateful to be chosen. 

 

This summer, July 2011, was my sixth 

short-term trip to Zambia, my third with 

ACTION Zambia.  Armed with a team of 

three women, for two summers now, our  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

teams have set about the somewhat in-

timidating goal of ministering to the AC-

TION Pastors College wives.  We prepared 

our lessons and agendas for the 4-day re-

treat and PRAYED. We prayed that God 

would forge a connection that would al-

low us to share His love, that the women 

would find a deep well of confidence, 

value, hope and purpose for their lives, 

and that somehow God would overcome 

the cultural and language barriers. 

The conferences have been a big success. 

God has exceeded our prayers and given 

us the sweetest connections with each 

woman. The discussions during our les-

sons have revealed the many challenges a 

pastors wife in Zambia may encounter. 

We began to recognize their burdens are 

not too much different from our own. Just 

as with the women in our own churches, 

we’ve become true sisters. 

 

I must say, each time I leave Zambia I’m 

never 100% assured the Lord will allow me 

to return. I have complete confidence that 

through the wives we’ve already met He 

could continue his work in the women 

there. However, one of the HUGE bless-

ings of these experiences has been in the 

gift of the ACTION Zambia team. They love 

sacrificially, are hardy, brilliant and sensi-

ble, while not immune to doubt, discour-

agement and weariness themselves. Per-

haps it is because of them that I under-

stand why it is so important for us as 

Christians to make ourselves available to 

one another. Nothing can replace a friend 

who would choose to travel around the 

world and live in a different culture, just 

so they can put their arm around your 

shoulder and pray with you. With each 

trip I thank God for choosing to use me. Is 

it easy? Nope. Will I go again? It’s up to 

him. All I can say is “Here I am Lord.” 

       This past week ACTION Zambia dedicated  

       its ministry center, Ciyanjano (meaning  

      "fellowship"). Ciyanjano was purchased by  

     Glenn and Liese Ripley who envisioned it  

    being used to further God's kingdom. Over  

   the past six years, through the vision of our  

  director, Tim Hilty, we have developed the  

 property by adding an electric fence around 

its perimeter, a camp- ground with five cha-

lets, toilet facilities, a playground, a well, a 

hammer mill for processing corn, and other 

improvements.   

 

These changes have been made possible by 

donations from numerous individuals, spon-

sors, and churches. Short-term teams have 

visited to tear down termite-eaten buildings, 

dig latrines, construct chalets, pour cement, 

plant trees, and more.  

 

Ciyanjano is a place where the churches of  

  Zambia may bring their congregations for   

Retreats and conferences.  Zambians have 

little options for getting away from the 

hustle and bustle of Lusaka in order to  

refresh their souls. 

 

The weekend's festivities included ox-cart 

rides, a pig roast, and campfire on Friday. 

About fifty Zambians camped overnight, 

expressing joy over the facilities. One pas-

tor remarked that when he camps with his 

church, they don't have bunk beds like 

Ciyanjano~only a bare floor. On Saturday, 

board members, ACTION Zambia staff and 

missionaries, and numerous special guests 

attended the dedication~Glenn Ripley, the 

founder of ACTION Zambia; Dave Breun-

inger, the director of Koinonia Camp-

grounds; and Bruce Gallaher, a pastor of 

Crossroads Church.  

continued on pg 4 



 

Visitors sometimes  

wrongly conclude  

communication in  

Zambia is a  

"non-issue"    

Following the dedication service Tim Hilty 

presented to Glenn a plaque which 

named the area within the wall fence, 

The Ripley Center. Prior to laying the 

plaque, Glenn, Tracy, Frederick Bwalya, 

Joseph Mbange, Kelly Huckaby, and Tim  

 

laid their hands on the center's gates, 

praying for God's blessing. As we entered 

the gates to place the plaque, the Valley 

View Baptist Church choir accompanied us 

with joyful singing and dancing. Truly a 

special moment! 

 

May our dreams be realized~may God be 

glorified, may the center be a place of res-

pite, refreshment, and renewal for the 

people of God here in Zambia. Praise God 

for His guidance and provision of Ciyan-

jano. And all God's people said . . . . 

CROSS CULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
Glenn Ripley * Founder ACTION Zambia * Morgan Hill, CA 

I was recently privileged to return to Zam-

bia for a pastor conference hosted by AZ's 

APC.  After being back in the States for 

almost 3 years, I was very interested to 

see how it would be to "re-connect" with 

the pastors.  The 150 or so attendees were 

primarily from the poorest areas of Lu-

saka.  Education levels are lowest there 

and the cultural divide is greatest.  As a 

result, I was very conscious that I needed 

to keep a few things in mind as I spoke to 

my old friends. 

 

Using simple language is rule #1, but it's 

fascinating to experience how difficult this 

is for Westerners.  We used a translator 

for our talks, but more than once we 

tripped up even our translator.  English is 

content-rich and, as native speakers, most 

of us command a fairly broad vocabulary.  

The greater our education, the greater the 

challenge becomes to use culturally ap-

propriate words.    Many Zambians speak 

English well, but the lesser educated have 

a very basic vocabulary.  Even worse, 

Americans constantly use idiom without 

meaning --a phrase like "he hit the ball out 

of the park", which communicates an  eve-

ryday idea to us but leaves Zambians to-

tally in the dark. 

 

I struggled to employ "story" effectively.  

Zambians love stories and seem to relate 

best to ideas grounded in a story.  Ameri-

cans, on the other hand, are trained to 

think propositionally.  From grade school 

on, we're taught to develop outlines with 

three or four basic ideas.  We're good at 

listening to concepts and synthesizing 

these into an idea we can put to work in 

our lives.  Zambians live in an oral culture, 

though, where life lessons come in the 

form of stories passed from one genera-

tion to the next.  I could feel the audience 

come alive when I managed to illustrate a 

point with a story from everyday life.  It's 

not easy to do, but it's even better to take 

your time to tell a single, long story, and 

pull all of your points from that one story. 

 

I was pleased that my "Zambian accent"--

speaking English with a Zambian pronun-

ciation--returned easily.  Most Americans 

are overly self-conscious about adopting a 

new English accent, but clear enunciation 

and doing your best to pronounce words 

as a Zambian would isn't insulting to Zam-

bians.  To their ears, Americans speak with 

a strong "accent", and far too quickly, at 

that!  Some visitors have laughed at my 

Zambian accent, but Zambians have pri-

vately confided that they find my Zambia-

fied English much easier to understand. 

 

Zambians are gracious, hungry learners, 

and typically shower visiting speakers with  

such a barrage of compliments that visi-

tors sometimes wrongly conclude commu-

nication in Zambia is a "non-issue."   

They're wrong in this.  Communication is a 

big issue, and the most effective visitors 

work hard to communicate effectively.  

Fortunately, though, Zambians are gra-

cious!  Despite my short-comings, I left 

feeling encouraged and motivated to re-

turn and, with God's help, to perhaps 

communicate even more effectively on my 

next trip. 
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